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and indomitable of will. His death took place in
1517, aged forty-two.

The rest of the story is sad enough. Pedrarias
and his followers thought of nothing but seizing
the natives to sell as slaves. Those who resisted
were mutilated or burnt. The Spanish camp
was disorganised and dissolute. Pedrarias himself
was* an inveterate gambler. His captains followed
his example. They gambled for slaves. All the
good work of Vasco Nunez was undone. ' In a
short time neither chiefs nor Indians were to be
found in all the land/ says an actor in these
scenes of horror.

Pedrarias crossed the isthmus in 1519, em-
barked with his followers in the ships of Vasco
Nunez, and sailed along the coast to Taboga,
eventually founding the city of Panama in 1519.
All the inhabitants of Santa Maria in the Gulf of
Uraba were forced to remove to the new settlement.
There was great loss and a frightful expenditure
of human life, through mismanagement and in-
capacity. In the end of 1519, Diego Alvites, a
more humane man than any of the other followers
of Pedrarias, founded Nombre de Dios on the oppo-
site side of the isthmus. The site was so unhealthy
that the town was abandoned and a settlement